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Patent Landscape

Patent Landscape meaning

• Patent data analysis revealing market, competition and technology trends.

• Snapshot of a specific industry, technology, or geographic region.
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Patent Landscape 

Purposes

The information derived from a patent analysis is useful for
a company, a research institute, an University etc...

For:
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• Generate new technologies.

• Monitor competitor activity.

• Design product or process  bypassing patents (design around) .

• Identify licensing and M&A targets.

• Reduce legal risks (performing freedom to operate analisys).

• Avoid spending time and money on outdated/crowded technologies/industries.

• Engage person from R&D, marketing, legal and business development groups to patents 

• Optimize internal research and development processes.

• Establish a comprehensive and well-informed IP strategy (acquire filing strategies and general protection of 

competitors)



Patent Landscape 

Purposes

Economic advantages for a company :
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• Cost reduction (R&D).

• Reduction of costs and product marketing times.

• Reduction of defensive litigation costs on patents.

• Elimination of redundant search.

• Increased revenue (litigation/offensive licensing).
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Questions arising (Examples)

• Which organizations (companies, research institutions, others)
operate in a certain territory.

Es. USA Companies operate in Europa
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2018 (European Patent Office data) 

• United Technologies 1.983
• Qualcomm 1.593 
• General Electric, 1.307

• Intel 1.057 
• Microsoft 975 

• Alphabet (Google) 779
• Apple 375
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Qestions arising (Examples)

• Which technologies and sectors are most innovative.

E.g. which sectors have higher number of patents: 2022 (European Patent Office data)
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Digital Communications-16.705 (+11,2% annuo)

Medical devices (tecnologies)- 15.683 (+1%)

Electrical machines, equipment and energy       -13.951, (+18,2%)

Pharmaceutical industry- 9.310 (+1,0%)
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Questions (examples)

• How technical problems are solved and what product features are disclosed in patents
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1. A method of placing an order for an item comprising:

under control of a client system,

displaying information identifying the item; and

in response to only a single action being performed, sending a request to order 

the item along with an identifier of a purchaser of the item to a server system;

under control of a single-action ordering component of the server system,

receiving the request;

retrieving additional information previously stored for the purchaser identified 

by the identifier in the received request; and

generating an order to purchase the requested item for the purchaser identified 

by the identifier in the received request using the retrieved additional 

information; and

fulfilling the generated order to complete purchase of the item

whereby the item is ordered without using a shopping cart ordering model.
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Questions (examples)

• How long it takes for innovations to reach the market
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2017 2021

Inventor:
Sarah Gilbert

Try a Search
https://worldwide.espacenet.com/advanced

Search?locale=en_EP
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Questions (examples)

• How long it takes for innovations to reach the market
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2020 2021

Inventors:

KARIKO KATALIN

WEISSMAN DREW
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The Process
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1. Research.
2. Data analysis.

3. Create categories and populations.
4. Create visualization charts/tables. 
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The Process – Resercher – The Databese
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Free database 

UIBM - Ufficio Italiano Brevetti Marchi

WIPO - World Intellectual Property Organization

Esp@cenet - The European Network of patents

USPTO – patent database

Professionali database 

with costs

BY

BY
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The Process - Resercher

© 2026 - Barzanò & Zanardo - Tutti i diritti riservati

Search for Key words

Search for Int. technology classifications.

Serch by patent owner (Company, investment 
funds, Institute, University, people)

Geographical indications (countries, regions, 
conventions).
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Process - Resercher
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Search by technological classes – International Patent Classification IPC
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The Process - resercher

© 2026 - Barzanò & Zanardo - Tutti i diritti riservati

Search by technological classes – International Patent Classification IPC
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The Process - resercher
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Search by technological classes –
International Patent Classification IPC

Example of Link: 

https://worldwide.espacenet.com/clas
sification?locale=en_EP
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The Process Key Word definition
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Use boolean operator as AND, OR, NOT ecc…

Use Truncation

Enter screw* to find any word beginning with screw , 
e.g. screws , screwdriver , screwing , screwer , etc.

Enter screw? to find the words screw or screws .

Enter Ann# to find the names Anne or Anna .

Temporal interval  (filing date, pubblication date)

Ad es.
1994:2014  Years

199401,201412 Years and Months

19949191 20141231  date



The Process – Patent owner 
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The search for owners may include a preliminary analysis to search for all 

possible kind of owners of a patent:

- Cases of co-ownership

- Exclusive licensees

- Intragroup licenses

- Holding
- Financial companies

- Ecc….

Patent Landscape 



The Process – Geografical indications
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- Patent search by country (USA GB, FR etc...)

- Search for international patents with validations in individual countries e.g. PCT (validated in 

USA, GB, FR and IT).

- Search for regional patents e.g. EP(IT, FR, DE).

Patent Landscape 



The Process – Analysis of the results

Removal and/or Normalization of data
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• Removal of unwanted data.
• Removal of documents with duplicate type codes (A3, A4, A8, A9).

• Removal of corresponding foreign applications.
• Removing irrelevant results.

• For patent applications published in the United States without assignee 
data, by inventor/year.

• By original assignee, current assignee, reassignment chain.
• By organization, licensee, buyer, business unit.

• By type of organization, large, small, university, financial, etc.

Patent Landscape 



The Process – Analysis of the results

Categories and populations
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Category: 
• Patent pending

• Granted patent

• Application refused, lapsed

withdrawn
• Patent lapsed

Free to Operate

Patent Landscape 

Possible 
infringment



The Process – Analysis of the results
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Patent Landscape 

Create patent mapping diagrams, graphs, tables, and visualizations.
Examples :

• Geography.
• Patent filing or publication time trend.

• Owners.

• Technologies.
• Company vs. product.

• Time from application submission to examination or grant.



The Process – Analysis of the results
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Patent Landscape 

• Geography



The Process – Analysis of the results
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Patent Landscape 

• Temporal trend of filing or publication of patents.



The Process – Analysis of the results

© 2026 - Barzanò & Zanardo - Tutti i diritti riservati

Patent Landscape 

Top owners



The Process – Analysis of the results
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Patent Landscape 

Technology

Legenda

FERAM = Ferroelectric RAM

MRAM = Magnetoresistive RAM 

RERAM = Resistive RAM

PCRAM = Phase-change RAM

DRAM = dynamic RAM
Flash NAND = Flash RAM



The Process – Analysis of the results
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Patent Landscape 

Technology trends



The Process – Analysis of the results
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Patent Landscape 

Company vs. Product



The Process – Analysis of the results

© 2026 - Barzanò & Zanardo - Tutti i diritti riservati

Patent Landscape 

Time from submission of application to examination or granting (example Europe)

Filing an aplication

1°patentability opinion or report 

from the patent office 
Grant of the patent

18 months 

(fixed period)

Pantabitility examination 

1-4 years(variable)
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Patent Landscape 

European Patent Statistics 2022 – TOP filing countries.
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Patent Landscape 

Patent Statistics
European patent 

TOP owners
2021



Il  Processo – Analisi dei risultati 
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Patent Landscape 

European Patent 
Statistics
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IA e brevetti
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IA e brevetti



IA e Brevetti
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IA e brevetti
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Patent Landscape 

Italian patent Statistics – Granted patents 
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Patent Landscape 

Italian patent Statistics 2025 
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Patent Landscape 

Italian patent Statistics 2025 
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Patent Landscape 

Italian patent Statistics 2025 
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Patent Landscape 

Italian patent Statistics 2025 
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Patent Landscape 

Italian patent Statistics 2025 
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Patent Landscape 

Italian patent Statistics 2025 – Main Techological field  
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Uffici a: Roma, Milano, Torino, Vicenza, Biella, Rimini, Pordenone

GRAZIE PER L'ATTENZIONE!


